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Truth Initiative Partners with Pennsylvania’s Office of Attorney 

General to Provide Prescription Drug Safety Course, Powered by 

EVERFI from Blackbaud  

Interactive digital resource will empower students in grades 8-12 with the skills and knowledge 

to make safe and healthy decisions about prescription drugs and understanding of the dangers 

of fentanyl and counterfeit pills 

Washington, D.C. and Charleston, SC (April 24, 2024) — Truth Initiative, the organization 

behind truth®, the nationally recognized, proven-effective youth tobacco and opioid prevention 

public education campaigns, and EVERFI® from Blackbaud®, the leader in powering social 

impact through education, are teaming up once again to deliver Prescription Drug Safety: Know 

the truth. The Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney General is supporting this important resource 

through its Community Drug Abuse Prevention (CDAP) grant program (made possible by the 

Substance Abuse Education and Demand Reduction Fund) to deliver the innovative digital 

course to students in grades 8-12 across the Commonwealth. The course educates students 

about the dangers of misusing prescription drugs, including fentanyl, exploring the impact 

misuse can have on their physical and mental health, relationships, communities — and their 

futures. 

The fentanyl overdose crisis continues to be a major problem for communities across the 

country, including in Pennsylvania. A potent synthetic opioid, fentanyl was involved in 84% of 

the more than 2,200 cases of reported adolescent drug overdose deaths that occurred from 

2019 to 2021. The most recent Youth Risk Behavior Survey found that 12.2% of high school 

students nationally — and 9% of high school students in Pennsylvania — had misused 

prescription opioids in their lifetime, with nearly half indicating they had misused them in the 

past 30 days, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). In addition, 

overdose deaths by counterfeit pills more than doubled from 2019 to 2021, and over half of 

those who died were age 35 or younger. 

Through personal stories and interactive scenarios, students will learn about appropriate use, 

misuse, and the addictive potential of prescription drugs, treatment and recovery, and the 

dangers of fentanyl and counterfeit drugs. Truth Initiative and EVERFI will work with educators, 

administrators, and district-level officials to implement the program in line with local context and 

relevant themes. 

“Equipping students with the knowledge and skills to prevent prescription drug misuse is crucial. 

Prescription Drug Safety: Know the truth will empower Pennsylvania youth to become safe and 

informed users of medication, while also providing the tools to recognize and respond to an 

overdose situation,” said Kathy Crosby, the CEO and President of Truth Initiative. “Additionally, 

by educating students about the dangers of fentanyl, we are giving them the power to stay safe 

and protect others in their communities.” 

https://truthinitiative.org/
https://truthinitiative.org/
https://www.thetruth.com/
https://www.thetruth.com/
https://everfi.com/
https://everfi.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7150a2.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7150a2.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7150a2.htm
https://nccd.cdc.gov/Youthonline/App/Results.aspx?TT=G&OUT=0&SID=HS&QID=QQ&LID=PA&YID=2021&LID2=XX&YID2=2021&COL=T&ROW1=N&ROW2=N&HT=QQ&LCT=LL&FS=S1&FR=R1&FG=G1&FA=A1&FI=I1&FP=P1&FSL=S1&FRL=R1&FGL=G1&FAL=A1&FIL=I1&FPL=P1&PV=&TST=True&C1=PA2021&C2=XX2021&QP=G&DP=1&VA=CI&CS=Y&SYID=&EYID=&SC=DEFAULT&SO=ASC&PF=1
https://nccd.cdc.gov/Youthonline/App/Results.aspx?TT=G&OUT=0&SID=HS&QID=QQ&LID=PA&YID=2021&LID2=XX&YID2=2021&COL=T&ROW1=N&ROW2=N&HT=QQ&LCT=LL&FS=S1&FR=R1&FG=G1&FA=A1&FI=I1&FP=P1&FSL=S1&FRL=R1&FGL=G1&FAL=A1&FIL=I1&FPL=P1&PV=&TST=True&C1=PA2021&C2=XX2021&QP=G&DP=1&VA=CI&CS=Y&SYID=&EYID=&SC=DEFAULT&SO=ASC&PF=1
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7235a3.htm?s_cid=mm7235a3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7235a3.htm?s_cid=mm7235a3_w
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The course comes as states increasingly allow school systems to stock naloxone, a powerful 

medication that can quickly reverse opioid overdose. About 53% of school nurses in 

Pennsylvania stock naloxone. Both the American Medical Association (AMA) and National 

Association of School Nurses (NASN) support supplying school staff with naloxone to save 

young lives. 

Originally released in 2017, Prescription Drug Safety: Know the truth guides students through 

real-world scenarios delivered in Truth Initiative’s authentic peer-to-peer voice. Thanks to the 

growing roster of schools leveraging the course, the program is expected to reach 250,000 

students nationwide this school year, providing them with a better understanding of the growing 

youth fentanyl crisis and teaching them how to support others in situations involving prescription 

drug misuse and overdose. 

“We applaud Attorney General Henry for her dedication to deploying this prevention education 

initiative across the Commonwealth to ensure students in all communities are provided critical 

education on prescription drug misuse, opioids, and fentanyl,” said Ray Martinez, co-founder 

and president, EVERFI from Blackbaud. “This educational resource has already been found to 

promote responsible behavior among teens and school districts are seeking out impactful and 

engaging resources to provide their students with the information needed not just to make 

healthy choices but also to fight the opioid and fentanyl crisis.” 

A recent independent study found that EVERFI's Prescription Drug Safety course has a positive 

and lasting impact on students' knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors regarding safe prescription 

drug use. This impact was consistent across all genders, races and other demographics, 

demonstrating the program's ability to empower a broad range of students. 

“An important part of the mission of the Office of Attorney General is to help educate young 

people to make good life choices,” said Attorney General Michelle Henry. “We all have a 

collective responsibility to show up for the youth and help them reach their full potential. 

Through education we can empower young people and communities to grow stronger, safer, 

and more prosperous.”  

Prescription Drug Safety: Know the truth is the latest collaboration between Truth Initiative and 

EVERFI and is available to schools at no cost. Previously, the organizations worked together on 

Vaping: Know the truth, a self-led interactive curriculum that provides students with facts on the 

health risks of e-cigarettes and nicotine use, and This is Quitting, a free and anonymous text 

message program from Truth Initiative that helps youth and young adults quit vaping nicotine. 

About Truth Initiative® 

Truth Initiative is a national public health organization dedicated to achieving a culture where all 

young people reject smoking and vaping, and anyone can quit. Our impact has helped drive 

youth smoking prevalence down from 23% in 2000 to a historic low of 2% in 2023. Through our 

proven-effective and nationally recognized truth® public education campaign and market 

leading cessation programs, we are leading the fight as e-cigarette use threatens to put a 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/phn.12715
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/phn.12715
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/overdose-epidemic/put-naloxone-schools-so-it-can-save-lives
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/overdose-epidemic/put-naloxone-schools-so-it-can-save-lives
https://www.nasn.org/nasn-resources/professional-practice-documents/position-statements/ps-naloxone
https://www.nasn.org/nasn-resources/professional-practice-documents/position-statements/ps-naloxone
https://www.nasn.org/nasn-resources/professional-practice-documents/position-statements/ps-naloxone
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10566-023-09734-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10566-023-09734-z
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new generation at risk of nicotine addiction. Our first-of-its-kind, text message quit vaping 

program This Is Quitting has enrolled over 700,000 young people nationwide and our youth e-

cigarette prevention curriculum Vaping: Know the truth® is being used in more than 9,000 

schools nationwide. Our rigorous scientific research and policy studies, community and youth 

engagement programs supporting populations at high risk of using tobacco, and innovation in 

tobacco dependence treatment continue to help end one of the most critical public health battles 

of our time. Based in Washington D.C., our organization was established and funded through 

the 1998 Master Settlement Agreement between attorneys general from 46 states, five U.S. 

territories and the tobacco industry. To learn more, visit truthinitiative.org. 

 

About EVERFI® from Blackbaud® 

EVERFI® from Blackbaud® (NASDAQ: BLKB) is an international technology company driving 

social impact through education to address the most challenging issues affecting society 

ranging from financial wellness to mental health to workplace conduct and other critical topics. 

Founded in 2008, EVERFI’s Impact-as-a-ServiceTM solution and digital educational content have 

reached more than 45 million learners globally. In 2020, the company was recognized as one of 

the World’s Most Innovative Companies by Fast Company and was featured on Fortune 

Magazine’s Impact 20 List. The company was also named to the 2021 GSV EdTech 150, a list 

of the most transformative growth companies in digital learning. Blackbaud acquired EVERFI in 

December 2021. To learn more about EVERFI, please visit everfi.com or follow us on 

Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, or X/Twitter @EVERFI.  

 

Blackbaud Forward-looking Statements  
Except for historical information, all of the statements, expectations, and assumptions contained 
in this news release are forward-looking statements that involve a number of risks and 
uncertainties, including statements regarding expected benefits of products and product 
features. Although Blackbaud attempts to be accurate in making these forward-looking 
statements, it is possible that future circumstances might differ from the assumptions on which 
such statements are based. In addition, other important factors that could cause results to differ 
materially include the following: general economic risks; uncertainty regarding increased 
business and renewals from existing customers; continued success in sales growth; 
management of integration of acquired companies and other risks associated with acquisitions; 
risks associated with successful implementation of multiple integrated software products; the 
ability to attract and retain key personnel; risks associated with management of growth; lengthy 
sales and implementation cycles, particularly in larger organization; technological changes that 
make our products and services less competitive; and the other risk factors set forth from time 
to time in the SEC filings for Blackbaud, copies of which are available free of charge at the 
SEC’s website at www.sec.gov or upon request from Blackbaud's investor relations department. 
All Blackbaud product names appearing herein are trademarks or registered trademarks of 
Blackbaud, Inc.  
 

 

### 

 

Media Contacts  
Jennifer Edgerly  
EVERFI  

https://truthinitiative.org/
https://www.blackbaud.com/
https://www.blackbaud.com/
http://everfi.com/
https://www.facebook.com/everfi
https://www.facebook.com/everfi
https://www.facebook.com/everfi
https://www.instagram.com/everfi/
https://www.instagram.com/everfi/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/everfi/
https://twitter.com/EVERFI
http://www.sec.gov/
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jedgerly@everfi.com 
  
Nicole Dueffert 
Truth Initiative  
ndueffert@truthinitiative.org  
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