
 

 

Truth Initiative applauds FDA, DOJ for filing for permanent injunctions 
against six illegal e-cigarette manufacturers 

 
Statement by Robin Koval, CEO and President of Truth Initiative 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (October 19, 2022) – We applaud the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) for filing suits, for the 
first time, to bar six e-cigarette manufacturers which have been marketing their 
products illegally for far too long from continuing to sell their products. This 
important move by the FDA and DOJ to remove these tobacco products 
produced by manufacturers actively flouting the law is exactly what Truth 
Initiative and other public health organizations have been calling on the FDA to 
do.  
 
E-cigarettes and other newly deemed tobacco product manufacturers were given 
a significant amount of time to follow the law and submit premarket applications 
for the FDA to review their products.  This premarket review would allow the FDA 
to determine if the products were appropriate for the protection of public health. 
The companies that the FDA and DOJ have filed permanent injunctions against 
didn’t even attempt to follow the law, despite receiving FDA warning letters 
informing them they were in violation. Instead, they refused to comply and 
continued marketing their illegal e-cigarette products.   
 
We hope that today’s action is a prelude to additional decisive enforcement 
against the many other e-cigarette manufacturers and retailers who market their 
products illegally often despite receiving FDA denials of applications, submitting 
no application or insufficient applications, and/or are in receipt of FDA warning 
letters. This includes some of the most popular products such as Puff Bar which 
is currently the #1 choice among youth. We urge the FDA and DOJ to accelerate 
this important work to remove all e-cigarette products on the market that do not 
have FDA authorization. It’s time for the tobacco industry to stop blatantly 
ignoring the law, thwarting FDA’s process, and perpetuating the national youth e-
cigarette epidemic which remains a serious public health threat.   
 
 
About Truth Initiative® 
Truth Initiative is a national public health organization dedicated to achieving a 
culture where all young people reject smoking, vaping and nicotine and a future 
where tobacco and nicotine addiction are a thing of the past. In 2020, we 
celebrated 20 years of saving lives and preventing millions of youth from 
smoking. Our impact has helped drive the teen smoking rate down from 23% in 



 

2000 to under 3% in 2021. The truth about tobacco and the tobacco industry are 
at the heart of our proven-effective and nationally recognized truth® public 
education campaign. As youth e-cigarette use threatens to addict a new 
generation to nicotine, we are leading the fight against tobacco and nicotine 
addiction in all forms. Our rigorous scientific research and policy studies, 
community and youth engagement programs supporting populations at high risk 
of using tobacco, and innovation in tobacco dependence treatment are also 
helping to end one of the most critical public health battles of our time. Based in 
Washington D.C., our organization, formerly known as the American Legacy 
Foundation, was established and funded through the 1998 Master Settlement 
Agreement between attorneys general from 46 states, five U.S. territories and the 
tobacco industry. To learn more, visit truthinitiative.org. 
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